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Open letter to President Barroso

Call for transfer of competence for pharmaceutical and medical devices policy to the
new Commissioner responsible for Health

Dear President Barroso,

Firstly, we congratulate you on your re-election as President of the European Commission.
This appointment clearly recognises the excellent work that you have done over the last five
years.

In the coming days you will be defining the portfolios of the new Commissioners, which offers
the chance to review the way that specific policy areas are managed within the European
Commission. We therefore take this opportunity to call on you to re-consider the approach
currently taken to pharmaceutical and medical devices policy in the Institution.

In our opinion the health of the European citizen should be the main driver behind
pharmaceutical and medical devices policy at EU level, in particular the legislative and safety
aspects of these policies. As such we request that the principal responsibility for these
policies in the future is assigned to the new Commissioner in charge of health. Further this
reallocation of responsibility within the European Commission would better align an EU
approach with that of the Member States where it is the Ministers of Health who manage
pharmaceutical policy.

Under the Treaty, EU action must aim to improve public health, prevent human illness and
diseases, and identify sources of danger to human health. The latter clearly includes patient
safety as regards medicines and medical devices. We believe that these objectives can be
best achieved if pharmaceutical and medical devices policy is entrusted to the Directorate
General responsible for health

We very much hope that you can support us in this view.

Yours sincerely,

Dr Franz Terwey
President

ESIP aisbl
MAISON EUROPEENNE DE LA PROTECTION SOCIALE

Rue d’'Arlon 50 # B - 1000 Bruxelles ¢ Telephone: +32 2 282.05.60 / Fax: +32 2 282.05.98
E-mail esip@esip.org * www.esip.org



About the European Social Insurance Platform (ESIP)

The European Social Insurance Platform (ESIP) represents the social insurers in sixteen EU
Members States and Switzerland, active in the field of health insurance, pensions, family
benefits, occupational safety and accident insurance and unemployment insurance. The
aims of ESIP and its members are to preserve high-profile social security for Europe; to
reinforce solidarity-based social insurance systems and to maintain European social
protection quality. ESIP builds strategic alliances for developing common positions to
influence the European decision-making process and is a consultation forum for the
European institutions and other multinational bodies active in the field of social security.

NOTE: ESIP members support this position insofar as the subject matter lies within their field
of competence (according to the bylaws referring to Article 16 of the ESIP statutes).
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